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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the preface: The religious beliefs of the North are not mirrored
with any exactitude in the Elder Edda. Indeed only a travesty of the faith of our ancestors has been preserved in
Norse literature. The early poet loved allegory, and his imagination rioted among the conceptions of his fertile
muse. His eye was fixed on the mountains till the snowy peaks assumed human features and the giant of the
rock or the ice descended with heavy tread; or he would gaze at the splendour of the spring, or of the summer
fields, till Freya with the gleaming necklace stepped forth, or Sif with the flowing locks of gold. 4 We are told
nothing as to sacrificial and religious rites, and all else is omitted which does not provide material for artistic
treatment. The so-called Northern Mythology, therefore, may be regarded as a precious relic of the beginning
of Northern poetry, rather than as a representation of the religious beliefs of the Scandinavians, and these
literary fragments bear many signs of the transitional stage wherein the confusion of the old and new faiths is
easily apparent. But notwithstanding the limitations imposed by long neglect it is possible to reconstruct in part
a plan of the ancient Norse beliefs, and the general reader will derive much profit from Carlyle s illuminating
study in Heroes and Hero-worship. A bewildering, inextricable jungle of delusions, confusions, falsehoods and
absurdities, covering the whole field of Life! he calls them, with all good reason. But he goes on to show, with
equal truth, that at the soul of this crude worship of distorted nature was a spiritual force seeking expression.
What we probe without...
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